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With less than two weeks, Chinese New Year (also known as the Spring Festival) will arrive.
This year will be the year of the ox according to the Chinese tradition, and the ox is the
second most mentioned animal in the Bible (ranked second only to the sheep). Therefore, I
would like to talk about some mentioning of the ox in the Bible.

The most mention of the ox in the Bible is certainly in records related to the sacrifice in
Leviticus and related books. God once instructed the Israelites through Moses to offer ox,
sheep, or bird according to their own ability to atone for their sins. Since ox is more
expensive, therefore those Israclis who can offer the ox are relatively rich. However, God
does not pay attention to the actual value of the sacrifices, in fact, He pays more attention to
the internal respect of whom who sacrifices. Therefore, God has repeatedly told the Israelites
through prophets that "To obey is better than sacrifice" (1 Samuel 15:22), that is, He is more
pleased with people who have awe of Him more than all the ox and sheep that people offer.

Undoubtedly, the sacrifice of atonement is still important in the Bible, as this is also God’s
command to men. The old testament says that God pays more attention to the attitude of
those who sacrifice, which often reflected in whether the sacrifice is perfect or not. The new
testament says that people no longer need to sacrifice ox and sheep every year to atone for
their sins because our Lord Jesus has already sacrificed Himself as an eternal sin offering.
However, the apostle Paul also reminds Christians like us "to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God" (Romans 12:1) — but this sacrifice is not a sacrifice of
atonement, but a thanksgiving offering.

Finally, there 1s a passage in the Bible that does not mention ox at all but reminds people of

the ox. That i1s what the Lord Jesus has said to his disciples: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is

easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) The “yoke” that is mentioned by Jesus
here is a frame or bar that often placed on an ox to pull items or plough the fields.
Palestinians often yoke the untrained calve with a trained ox, in order to train the calve to
work. Under the same yoke, the ox actually carries much more weights, while the calve
imitates and follow the ox. Jesus used this metaphor of “yoke” to tell us: if we are yoke
together with Him, we do not actually need to use much energy, as He will bear the burden
of this “yoke”, and therefore our burden will be light. The question is, are we willing to learn
from the Lord Jesus as if the calve followed the ox, and follow Him?
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¥ T outh Service (MK Crossway) -- Every Sunday at 2:30pm
Date | Speaker Service Leader Worship Leader Call to Worship
7/2 | James So Ho-Shun Chik Laurence Mo Psalm 22:22-23
14/2 | Allan Huxtable (7BC) Josh Shek James Voong Psalm 22:25
21/2 | Sean & Rosie Harriott Esther Loke Laurence Mo Psalm 22:27
28/2 | Sean & Rosie Harriott | Vivian Mah James Voong Psalm 28:7
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{EREFTE 19:1-41
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[EHETT{H 22:1-30
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O ¥ € &+ € Prayer Meeting — % # - 5Lt Monday Evening 8:30

[ Essex University Student Fellowship & # B2 — % # 7 % Friday Evening 8:00
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Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
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Christian response to God‘s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer

your offering to the following account of the church through bank transfer so as to
continue supporting the works of the church financially.

Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Brothers and sisters are welcomed to contribute personal

CDHtributiuns WElnume testimonies, stories, or articles to this monthly bulletin.
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Comments and suggestions regarding the contents of this
bulletin are also welcomed. Please communicate directly to
Pastor Stanley Wong.

o] BE4&F A How to contact us

2 E T =T FH 4 fT Rev Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)
Pastors = H 78 {H 78 Pastor Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)
B4 B sh Contact No. |07858-029381
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Mailing Address 15 Broadlands Way, Colchester CO4 0AL

g1l Website: http://tcccc.webs.com  ZE %[ Email : colchestercec(@gmail.com




